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startled Wellington, although it left his countrymen mainly
undisturbed. It found Palmerston writing anxious letters
about dark nights and foggy days in the Channel, and memor-
anda on the Militia, with the gay reservation that " no doubt
it would be most agreeable to a nation if its defence could
be provided for by an army of angels, without any effort of
its own, just as it would like its services to be provided for by
some Aladdin's lamp, without any demand upon its own
pecuniary resources." He even found time to turn Lord
Minto to account for Irish purposes. Agrarian crime was
rife in Ireland; and whilst he wrote regretfully to the Lord
Lieutenant that " the true remedy cannot in these days be
applied, but if you could hang the Priest of the Parish
whenever a murder such as these last was committed, I
have a notion that lay Protestant life would be much more
secure/' he instructed Minto to advise the Pope that " a little
good advice to the Irish priests on these matters would be
well bestowed."

So 1847 faded on the Queen among her Christmas trees at
Windsor, and Palmerston at work on boxes of Italian papers,
and Melbourne murmuring in his chair. Beyond the sunset
Garibaldi still trailed his poncho round the dusty streets of
Montevideo, dreaming of Italy; and a dull-eyed Prince,
escaped from Ham, seemed almost to have escaped from
destiny itself, as he sat entertaining London dining-rooms in
his muffled voice. But something stirred in Italy; there was
a faint malaise in France; even Germany seemed restless.
The scattered voices rose on the still air; and a hint of
thunder came across the silence, as the world slipped quietly
into 1848.

That year the storm broke over Europe. At first there
was a flicker of lightning below the skyline, as it felt its way
into Italy and muttered round Milan and Naples. Then
Paris flashed and thundered into revolution, and the echoes
rolled across Germany. A gleam lit up the south; and then,
flash after flash, the northern states were caught by the
strange glare. Baden, Bavaria, Hesse, Wurtemburg, Han-